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AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF LAND ALLOTTED TO 
WILLIAM BIG DAY, A CROW ALLOTTEE 


JUNE 26 (legislative day, June 21), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Ecron, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


UNIV. OF MICH. 
JUL 15 1952 
LAW LIBRARY 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 5917) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior, 
upon application in writing, to sell the homestead i contained in 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 5917] 


allotment No. 1997 of William Big Day, Crow Indiah Reservation, 
Mont., having considered the same, report thereon th the recom- 
mendation that it do pass without amendment. e 

This bill has been considered by the Committee &n Interior and 
Insular Affairs of the House; on June 11, 1952, that committee sub- 
mitted its report (H. Rept. No. 2156) to the House recommending its 
passage, and on June 17, 1952, it passed the House. 

This bill, at the suggestion of the Secretary of the Interior, was 
amended by the Committee on Interior and Insular, Affairs of the 
House to provide for the sale, under governmental supervision, of the 
land herein involved, rather than made the subject of a fee patent to 
Mr. Big Day. 

This bill (as amended), if enacted, will authorize and direct the 
Secretary of the Interior, upon application in writing, to sell 160 acres, 
a portion of his homestead allotment No. 1997, on the Crow Indian 
Reservation, Mont. 

This particular acreage represents more than one-half of Mr. Big 
Day’s agricultural land and the issuance of a patent in fee is presently 
precluded by section 13 of the act of June 4, 1920 (41 Stat. 751), which 
prohibits a Crow Indian allottee from selling more than one-half of his 
agricultural land. For that reason the enactment of legislation as pro- 
posed herein is necessary to authorize the sale of the land described 


in this bill. 





2 AUTHORIZE SALE OF LAND ALLOTTED TO WILLIAM BIG DAY 


Mr. Big Day is 61 years of age and is unable to do physical labor 
or to make benoficial use of his Tar He desires to sell the 160-acre 
tract and use the proceeds of such sale to repair his home. 

Mr. Big Day will retain in excess of 775 acres of land and in addition 
considerable inherited interests which will continue to be leased for 
his livelihood. 

The Secretary of the Interior recommends the enactment of this bill 
in its present form and advises that the Bureau of the Budget indi- 
cates that it has no objection to its passage. 

A copy of the Secretary of the Interior’s report dated May 12, 1952, 
is attached hereto and made a part of this report, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF 1dE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., May 12, 1952. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpocx, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: Reference is made to your request for a report on 
H. R. 5917, a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to issue a patent in fee 
to William Big Day. 

I recommend that the bill be enacted, if amended as suggested below. 

The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior to issue a 
patent in fee to William Big Day for a portion of his allotment No. 1997, com- 
prising a part of his homestead on the Crow Reservation, Mont. This particular 
acreage represents more than one-half of Mr. Big Day’s agricultural land, and the 
issuance of a patent in fee is presently precluded by section 13 of the act of June 4, 
1920 (41 Stat. 751), which prohibits a Crow Indian allottee from selling more 
than one-half of his agricultural land. 

The applicant is 61 years of age and is unable to do physical labor or to make 
beneficial use of his land. He desires to sell the 160-acre tract and use the pro- 
ceeds to repair his home. Mr. Big Day will retain over 775 acres of land and 
considerable inherited interests which will continue to be leased for his livelihood. 
Sale of the land described in the bill would not interfere with the economic use of 
other Indian lan@s in the area. In order for the owner to obtain full value for his 
property, howey§r, I believe that the tract should be sold under supervision 
rather than ma®* the subject of a fee patent to Mr. Big Day. It is therefore 
suggested that tXe bill be amended as follows: 

1. Change the ditle of the bill to read: ‘‘To authorize the sale of land on the Crow 
Reservation, Montana, allotted to William Big Day.” 

2. Delete everything after enacting clause and substitute in lieu thereof ‘‘The 
Secretary of the interior, upon application in writing, is authorized to sell under 
applicable regulations the homestead land contained in allotment numbered 1997 
of William Big Day, described as the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter, 
the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter, and the west half of the southwest, 
quarter, section four, township 6 south, range 31 east, principal meridian Mon- 
tana, containing 169 acres.”’ 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the 
submission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Date E., Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


O 








